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could not help but inquire whether His Imperial
Majesty had any cause of complaint against him or
his Government. The only answer he received was
an expressive gesture accompanying the single word
" Firman."

It was enough. The Forte's confirmation of the
Concession, as now amended by the terms of arbitration,
was not delayed much longer. The official ratification
was delivered on February 22nd, 1866. By that time,
thanks to De Lesseps' own perseverance in his under-
taking, it had ceased to have any real value so far as
it affected the actual construction of the canal. It did,
however, place the enterprise at last beyond the reach
of scheming politicians. England finally had to admit
that the Suez Canal would soon be an accomplished
fact. There was no more talk of chimeras. The only
concern now was that the canal should be rendered
permanently neutral in time of war. This, however,
was not fully secured until the Convention of 1888.

The day fixed for the opening of the Suez Canal
was November lyth, 1869. It was to be made an
occasion worthy of the stature of the undertaking, and
of its international character. Yet to the very last
anxiety persisted as to whether all would be well.
While preparations on a gigantic scale to receive and
entertain the crowds of distinguished visitors were pro-
ceeding at Port Said, Ismailia, and Suez, soundings
were being taken along the whole length of the canal
to ensure that the passage would be made in safety.
Suddenly it was discovered by one of the engineers that